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Introduction:

God interrupts normal, ordinary activities to turn hearts and minds toward Jesus!

Going to the Temple (v1-2)
“INow Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the

ninth hour.”

o Acts 2:42-47 describes the activities of the newly birthed church and
we see several of those here....
- “Devoted to..... prayer” (2:42)
- “And day by day attending the temple together (2:46)
- Prayer is both a practice and a posture

® Ninth hour was 3pm and was a ordinary time of prayer in Judaism

The Lame Man (v2-3)

“2A4nd a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate
of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those enteringthe
temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive

alms.”

° This man was lame from birth, and is laid at the temple gate in order
to receive alms and care for his own needs

o Almsgiving was an important practice in Judiasm demonstrating
God’s

° This was a normal, ordinary and likely daily practice for this man.

heart for those who were on the margins of society.

In Jesus Name (v4-6)
4And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at
us.” 5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from
them. 6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”
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o The man expected to receive money, but Peter and John gave him o The man expected to receive money, but Peter and John gave him

something else. (2 Cor. 6:10) something else. (2 Cor. 6:10)

° This miraculous healing is done in Jesus’ name. ° This miraculous healing is done in Jesus’ name.

° Have you ever stopped to think about the tremendous, ° Have you ever stopped to think about the tremendous,
can’t put into words priviledge we have of speaking and can’t put into words priviledge we have of speaking and
praying in Jesus’ name? praying in Jesus’ name?

Rise Up and Walk (v7-10) Rise Up and Walk (v7-10)

ZAnd he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and
ankles were made strong. 8And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered
the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9And all the people saw
him walking and praising God, 10and recognized him as the one who sat at the
Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and

amazement at what had happened to him.

° The lame man is instantly healed!
° The word for leaping is a rare word which is found in the Septuagint

(Greek OT) of Isaiah 35:6, which is refering to the messianic age.

Drawing the Crowds (V11)

“11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to

them in the portico called Solomon’s.

° This miracle sets the stage for Peter’s second message to the crowds,

which ultimately leads to their arrest.

A Few Takeaways....

1. Praise and worship the God who sees those who are looked down upon by

society. His mercy and compassion abound.

2.The bold witness of Peter and John points us to the power of the Holy
Spirit and a preoccupation with the kingdom of God. (Mt. 6:33)

3. Let this inspire faith that God can and does interrupt our ordinary days.
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