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Introduction: Introduction:

Fervent, persistent, corporate prayer powers the the church! Fervent, persistent, corporate prayer powers the the church!

Obedience... (V12) Obedience... (V12)

In the face of uncertainty and fear In the face of uncertainty and fear

“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet....” (v12) (see 1:4)

Earlier, Jesus had challenged them about a disconnect between what they

confess with their mouths and what they live out in daily actions.

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’ and not do what I tell you? - Luke 6:46
(see also 1 Samuel 15:22)

Prayer... (V14)

As an active part of the waiting

“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women

and Mary the mother of Jesus and his brothers” (v14)

Jesus modeled prayer as an important part of walking with God. As we move
forward in Acts, we will see that the power and presence of God often

follows the prayers of His people. (Romans 12:12, Colossians 4:2

One accord and devotion = the group was united in their commitment to

prayer
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Replacing Judas... (V15-16)

Was direction they received through waiting and prayer

“In those days, Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all
about 120) and said “Brothers, the scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit
spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas” (v15-16)

As a result of the prayer gathering, the Spirit revealed to Peter (and others)
that scripture had to be fulfilled: Judas was to be replaced.

Matthias was the replacement selected by God through the casting of lots.

“And they cast lots for them and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with
the eleven apostles”. (V26)

Fervent, corporate prayer

Do you agree with the statement that fervent, corporate prayer powers
the church to fulfill God’s purposes?

Pray

1.For the Holy Spirit to reveal the specific mission and purpose God has for this body
at this time.

2 .For a “one-mindedness” that draws us together to pursue the mission and purpose

God has for us.

3.For the body, it’s individual members to be built up so that all are equipped to be

engaged in the mission.

4. For specific needs within the body.
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