Closing Thoughts:
Ruth 3 has been laying out a picture of God’s covenant relationship with his people
through the relationship of Ruth and Boaz.

The marriage covenant, between a husband and a wife, is a reflection of the covenant
God has with His people. The love of husband towards his wife is to provide the rest,
provision and protection that a wife needs and is a reflection of God’s covenantal rest,
provision and protection for His people.

Under the New covenant, Paul lays out in Ephesians 5:22-33, how the husband is
called to love His wife as Christ loved the Church, and the wife is to respect and be a
support for her husband.

In short, the relationship between a husband and wife is to be a reflection of God’s
care for His people. It’s one of the ways we mirror God’s image.

Is my marriage, the way we relate as husband and wife, a reflection of
God’s rest, provision and protection?

- these characteristics are both physical and spiritual
Are our marriages safe places for both the husband and wife?
Questions to Ask Your Wife:
1. Are your experiencing the rest and nurture a marriage relationship is designed by

God to include?

2. Are you experiencing physical provision as God designed husbands to provide in a
marriage relationship?

3. Do you feel/are you, protected in our marriage relationship?

Questions to Ask Your Husband:
1. Are you feeling respected in our marriage relationship?

2. If not, in what way are you feeling dis-respected?

3. How could I help in making our marriage a source of rest, provision and

protection?
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Introduction
In chapter 2, we saw the incredible graciousness and compassion of the Lord in
Boaz’s protection of, and provision for, Ruth and Naomi.

In what way have you recently experienced the Lord’s compassion and graciousness
in your life?

How has the account of Ruth and Naomi spoken to you thus far?

Ruth 2:
The Lord’s compassion never fails and His mercy never ends and it often
comes through the hands of the people around us.

Naomi’s Care for Ruth (v1-2):
Naomi’s secks rest for Ruth that it may be well with her.

The word rest implies more than physical rest from labor, but speaks to the idea of
finding a “home” which leads to security, protection and provision.

On their journey back to Bethlehem, what did Naomi say that she could NOT
provide for Ruth and Orpah?

Naomi’s Plan (v2-4):
As Naomi unveils her plan, it becomes clear that what she is secking for Ruth is a

husband.

Naomi is desiring to see Ruth find a husband and get married. How does marriage
provide security, protection and provision?

According to 2 Samuel 12:20, what might be symbolized in Naomi’s instructions to
prepare Ruth for this meeting?

2 Samuel 12:20 “Then David arose from the earth, washed and anointed himself and changed
his clothes. And he went to the house qftbe Lord and worshiped”.



What virtue would Ruth be demonstrating when she lays down at Boaz’s feet?

In what way does Ruth forego what she rnight have wanted for her life?

Boaz Agrees (v11-13):
Boaz agrees to all that Ruth has said, except there is one problem. What is it?

What must Boaz do before he can take Ruth as his wife and redeem the family?
What is the significance, as it relates to the period of time these events are taking
place in, of the mention of Ruth and Boaz’s “worthy” character (2:1, 3:11)?

Boaz says he will go and settle the matter, while Ruth and Naomi wait....

Boaz Provides (v14-15):
Boaz again considers their physical needs....

He provides another significant amount of barley to be used to make food.

The amount is at least equal to what she had gleaned ealier and possibly more.
Ruth Tells Naomi (v16-18):

The scene concludes in a similar was as the end of the last chapter, Ruth returning

home to tell Naomi all that has happened.

Boaz tells Ruth that he doesn’t want her to go back to her mother in law empty-
handed?

Where else in the story do we see reference to being “full” and “empty”?

What is the significance the of the words “empty” and “full”

Ruth’s Response (v5)
Considering all that Naomi is asking her to do, Ruth’s response is shockingly simple
and straightforward.

What virtue do we consistently see Ruth demonstrating?

The Plan Unfolds (V6-7)
Ruth carefully, quietly makes her way to the threshing floor and waits till he is asleep.

Do you think Naomi’s plan is a bit risky?

Ruth is walking out her devotion (see Ruth 1:14 “Ruth clung to Naomi”) through her

submissive spirit and obedience.

Boaz and Ruth (v8-9):
Boaz is startled awake and blurts out “Who are you?”

Ruth responds by saying “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your
servant for you are a redeemer”.

What do “wings” in scripture typically represent?

Where else do we see this picture of “spread your wings over’?

Ezekiel 16:8 - “When I passed by you again and saw you, behold, you were at the age for love,
and 1 spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I made my vow to
you and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord GOD, and you became mine”
What is Ruth asking Boaz for?

Boaz’s Response (v10):

What do you think of Boaz’s response to Ruth? How does He respond in this
“confrontation”?

What do you think he means when he says “this last kindness greater than the first”?



